MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION 

FROM: 354 FW/CC 

3112 Broadway Ave Unit 19A 

Eielson AFB AK 99702-1899 

SUBJECT: Minutes of the Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting 

1. The ninth Eielson AFB RAB meeting was held at Mama C's Restaurant, 28 May 1997. The meeting was chaired by Ms. Terry Huisman, (Moose Creek Co-Chair) and Col John Craig (Eielson Co-Chair). 

Attendees: 

	Lt Col Bill Heinen
	354 SPTG/CD

	Maj Mike Andersen
	354 FW/JA

	Capt Drew Krog
	354 FW/JA

	Capt Tim Anderson
	354 CES/CEV

	1Lt Sean Flynn
	354 FW/PA

	TSgt George Hayward
	354 FW/PA

	Mr. Mike Raabe
	354 CES/CEVR

	Mr. Conrad Christianson
	354 CES/CEVR

	Mr. Jim Mc Millan
	354 CES/CEVR

	Mr. Brian Merrick
	354 CES/CEVR

	Mr. Dave Beistel
	EA Engineering

	Mr. John Arambarri
	AGRA Earth & Environmental

	Mr. Greg Light
	AGRA Earth & Environmental

	Ms. Gail Souder
	Moose Creek Community Council

	Ms. Dee Westphal
	Moose Creek

	Mr. Peter Cardaro
	Moose Creek

	Mr. Anasfation Ash
	Moose Creek

	Mr. Ronan Short
	Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation


2. Ms. Terry Huisman, RAB Co-Chairman, and Mr. Mike Raabe opened the meeting by welcoming the members and guests to the RAB meeting. Ms. Huisman gave an overview of the Federal Facilities Environmental Restoration Dialogue Committee (FFERDC) meeting that was held in Anchorage 17-19 April 1997. This interactive meeting provided RAB training and guidance, discussed Environmental Justice issues with Athabaskan and Eskimo people in relation to present and past government activities, and culminated with positive approaches to more proactive communications between all parties. 

3. Mr. Mc Millan gave an update on RAB training status. RAB video tapes produced by Career Pro were also offered for checkout and use by RAB members. If any RAB members wish to use these tapes, please contact Mr. Mc Millan at 377-5209. 

4. Mr. Raabe requested input from the RAB members regarding information gained and needed for future workshops like the FFERDC Workshop held in Anchorage. This information will be passed to HQ PACAF for future process training requirements/needs. 

5. Mr. Raabe presented an integrated slide show showing the areas/sites for 1997 restoration projects. This included bioventing upgrades to sites ST-48 and ST-20. All of the aboveground piping located at these sites will be upgraded and placed below ground, offering a more streamlined aesthetic profile and increased system longevity/utility. Eielson has five bioventing systems in place doing active remediation. A question was raised concerning the type of products which had been spilled in the past. Mr. Raabe explained that these sites were old fuel spill sites and that the bioventing systems were injecting oxygen down into the vadose (unsaturated ozone) to increase microbial activity and enhance breakdown of these old fuels. Col Craig interjected that these sites are stable with no plume movement, or in some cases plume reduction is occurring. 

Mr. Raabe addressed the Garrison Slough project and the cleanup procedures required for material sorting, and removal/shipment of Toxic Substance Control Act (TSCA) materials off base. The Polychlorinated Biphenols (PCBs) soils/sediments will be sorted based on contaminate levels, with soils up to 10 parts per million (ppm) being left in place, soils with levels of 10-50 ppm going into a regulated/approved disposal pit at Eielson, and soils over 50 ppm will be shipped to a TSCA approved treatment facility off base (lower 48). We expect to remove approximately 150 cubic yards of soil from the old trailer location, and an undefined amount of sediment from the remaining portion of the slough (approximately 500’ not finished in 1996) on the north end of the project site. 

Site OT-19, an Area-of-Concern (AOC), contains approximately 100 5-gallon drums of lubricating oil. A question was raised concerning the drum site proximity to Moose Creek. It was estimated that this site is probably 3 miles from Moose Creek. 

The next site addressed was OT-32 (an indoor firing range in the basement of Bldg 2204). Jacobs Engineering will complete a lead remediation/removal at this site this summer. Mr. Raabe addressed the site on the map. A question was raised concerning the location and proximity of OT-32 to Moose Creek. Mr. Raabe pointed out the site location on the base map and explained if there were further questions regarding locations, he would point out exact locations of all the sites after the meeting. 

SS-001 (old Chena River Research Site) was the next project addressed. This site will have a response action to include removal/cleanup of a 10,000-gallon fuel storage tank, a 3,400-gallon septic tank and leach field system, two concrete leach wells and ultimate building demolition. 

The next project addressed was the Eielson landfarm. This project is an ongoing soil farming project where petroleum, oils and lubricants (POL) soils from past spills are actively being remediated through natural degradation processes/soil microbial action. The soils are turned with a machine to enhance oxygen in the soils and the soils are stacked in a windrow. The act of turning the soils and stacking them increases the soil surface area, fluffing the soils; thus inducing increased microbial growth/activity, and breakdown of the hydrocarbon constituents. A question was raised concerning the 50 ppm levels and placement in trenches or disposal pits. Mr. Raabe clarified these soils are petroleum or POL soils versus PCB soils, and these soils will be cleaned up using the State of Alaska Level A soil cleanup standards. An explanation was given about the construction and future operations of the 4.9-acre asphalt pad/containment pad. 

Mr. Raabe continued to address the remaining AOCs. Many of these AOCs are drum sites which were probably anti-aircraft placements used during the World War II era. Further questions ensued regarding locations of drum sites and potential contamination to Moose Creek residential locations. These questions were answered with no potential threat being envisioned for local area residents. Remnant drum soils and gravels will be sampled and evaluated for potential contamination. 

6. Mr. Raabe addressed Long-Term Monitoring (LTM) in the Sitewide Monitoring Program. Eielson would like to initiate a immunoassay well monitoring and testing program on a biennial basis. One year the wells would be sampled and tested using the standard lab testing methodology (as done presently), and during the alternating year, the wells would be evaluated using field immunoassay testing kits. These kits have proven to coincide very closely with lab results and would save the base evaluation time and expense. Either testing method assures that Eielson is doing everything possible to be protective of human health and the environment. It is our intention to leave this decision to the residents of the adjacent communities. 

ACTION ITEM: RAB members, through their local RAB Co-chair, should decide if this is a viable process, and whether it would be an acceptable practice, then forward acceptance or denial information to Mr. Mike Raabe at 377-1164. Ms. Huisman suggested that within a month the Moose Creek Community Council would be meeting and this topic could be brought up and discussed. Mr. Mike Raabe volunteered to attend this meeting and further explain the Sitewide Monitoring Program. 

A question was raised concerning the normal scheduled sampling times and procedures. Mr. Raabe explained that EA Engineering is currently drafting a work plan for the Sitewide Monitoring Program and the normal sampling dates occur in July and August. 

7. Mr. Raabe addressed the status of the Eielson AFB National Priorities List (NPL) delisting procedures mentioned in the last RAB meeting (November 1996). Eielson has to complete a "construction complete phase" (FY97). After this is accomplished, Eielson will need to submit construction complete (remedial action summary) reports to the EPA and State for confirmation, obtain final signatures on completion documents, have all documents reviewed/accepted, and have the acceptance published in the Federal Register. 

8. Mr. Raabe addressed the public outreach/RAB advertisement program. Three of the Moose Creek members said they had seen the 30-second TV advertisements and had attended the meeting because of this media advertisement method. Suggested alternatives for advertising are the use of the Eielson "home page." Lt Flynn (354 FW/PA) addressed the use and format of the Eielson "home page" on the internet. Lt Flynn also suggested that short video segments be made during field season operations showing our cleanup efforts, and these short segments incorporated into a TV spot for the next RAB meeting announcement. 

ACTION ITEM: 354 FW/PA will establish an environmental section or page within the Eielson AFB "home page" to discuss environmental issues and meetings. 354 CES/CEVR will video select FY97 field activities for incorporation into a public service announcement in conjunction with 354 FW/PA. 

9. Mr. Raabe asked for questions and referred the meeting back to Ms. Huisman. Ms. Huisman brought up the issue of fishing in adjacent waters surrounding Eielson and suggested that if there were any lingering concerns that Mr. Raabe be contacted for verification of previous fish tissue sampling work. He concurred that he would be glad to resolve further questions and provide updates on the Garrison Slough project. 

Ms. Huisman also raised the issue of concrete or debris being placed in the Eielson asbestos disposal pit. Capt Anderson answered her question by stating that construction debris (floor tile, mastic and concrete) being removed from older base housing is presumed to contain asbestos (over 20 years old), therefore all debris associated with the floor tile will automatically be placed in the ADEC permitted base asbestos disposal landfill. Although removing the tile and mastic from the concrete would be more desirable, it would be contractually expensive. Asbestos is not a leachable substance and is not a threat to groundwater. 

10. Mr. Raabe reiterated the use of fish screens/restraining devices to restrict fish movement out of Garrison Slough. These fish screens will stay in place until the cleanup actions at Garrison Slough are completed, then they will be removed. Fish tissue will be monitored on a yearly basis for up to 8 years, or as necessary, to assure remediation goals have been met. 

11. A question was raised about other areas of sampling for PCBs in the Moose Creek area. Mr. Raabe explained that fish tissue sampling occurred in 1994, 1995 (Bioenvironmental Engineering), and again in 1996. Primarily, fish fillets are sampled because PCBs tend to bioaccumulate in the fatty tissue associated with fish fillets, as opposed to fish organs. 

12. Mr. Raabe asked for further questions. No responses. A proposal was made to have the next RAB meeting in late October or early November. 

13. Col Craig commended Ms. Huisman for her continued community support to Eielson's environmental program. Col Craig advised that all community problems be aired via the Public Affairs Office (377-2116). This would assure that community problems are directed to wing level management for resolution. 

14. The meeting closed at 7:15 p.m. 

  

JAMES B. MC MILLAN, GS-12 

Environmental Community Relations Manager 

  

Approved as written. 

TOMMY F. CRAWFORD

Colonel, USAF 

Commander 

