MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION 

FROM: 354 FW/CV 

3112 Broadway Ave Unit 19A 

Eielson AFB AK 99702-1899 

SUBJECT: Minutes of the Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Meeting 

1. The tenth Eielson AFB RAB meeting was held at the Golden Shanghai Restaurant, 13 November 1997. The meeting was chaired by Mr. John Poirrier (North Pole Co-Chair) and Col Michael Bodenheimer (Eielson Co-Chair). The meeting started at 6:15 p.m. 

Attendees: 

	Col Michael Bodenheimer 
	354 FW/CV

	Lt Col Richard Howell 
	354 CES/CC

	Capt Drew Krog 
	354 FW/JA

	Capt Don Langley 
	354 FW/PA

	1Lt Erik Mitchell 
	354 CES/CEV

	Mr. Mike Raabe 
	354 CES/CEVR

	Mr. Conrad Christianson 
	354 CES/CEVR

	Mr. Steve Mc Neill 
	354 CES/CEVR

	Mr. Jim Mc Millan 
	354 CES/CEVR

	Mr. Brian Merrick 
	354 CES/CEVR

	Mr. George Murphy 
	354 CES/CEVR

	Mr. Alan Simmons 
	354 CES/CEVC

	Ms. Terry Huisman 
	Moose Creek Co-Chair

	Ms. Jennifer McNeill 
	Salcha 

	Ms. Karen McNeill 
	Salcha

	Mr. James Young 
	North Pole

	Mr. Dave Beistel 
	EA Engineering

	Ms. Marleen Grimes 
	Fairbanks Daily News-Miner


2. Mr. John Poirrier, RAB Co-Chairman, and Mr. Jim Mc Millan opened the meeting by introducing 

Col Bodenheimer (354th Fighter Wing Vice Commander) and Lt Col Howell (Base Civil Engineer), and other new base members. 

3. Mr. Raabe presented an integrated slide show showing the areas/sites where remediation or upgrades were made in 1997. This included bioventing upgrades to sites ST-48 and ST-20. All of the aboveground piping located at these sites was upgraded and placed below ground, offering a more streamlined aesthetic profile and increased system longevity/utility in preparation for long-term operations. Eielson has five bioventing systems in place doing active remediation. Before and after pictures portraying the sites were shown. All areas upgraded have been reseeded. The bioventing system at ST-20 (E-9 area) will be upgraded in FY98, removing the heat-absorbing black geotextile material, and the sawdust used for heat retention. This area served as one of the original arctic cold weather bioventing trial studies for Battelle Pacific Northwest Laboratories in the early 1990s. EA Engineering has been put under contract to perform all of Eielson's long-term systems/equipment operations and monitoring through FY99. Ms. Diane Bryan (354 CES/CEVR) serves as the base quality assurance/quality control (QA/QC) technician performing monthly operational checks on all the in-place bioventing systems. 

Mr. Raabe addressed the Garrison Slough project and the cleanup procedures required to finish the project. We removed approximately 250 cubic yards of Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB) contaminated soils this year. Of the 250 cubic yards, 138 cubic yards were less than 50 ppm, and disposed of in the Landfill 03 disposal area. The balance (112 cubic yards plus any additional FY98 soils) will be shipped to a Toxic Subtances Control Act (TSCA) controlled disposal area in Idaho next field season. While remediating the area, additional PCB "hot spots" were found in the trench which feeds Garrison Slough. EA Engineering sampled this area, and the area will be remediated next field season. Mr. Raabe addressed a 90 millimeter round of ammunition that EA Engineering dredged up this past season in Garrison Slough PCB dredging operations. Explosive Ordnance Demolition personnel disposed of the round. 

Site OT-19, an Area-of-Concern (AOC), containing 105 5-gallon drums of lubricating oil was remediated and the oils recycled. 

AOC 32 (Bldg 2204), an indoor firing range, contaminated with lead, was remediated using a "super sucker vacuum truck." Ninety-nine super sacks of nonhazardous, lead-contaminated sands were recovered and will be shipped to a lead smelter in Louisiana to be used as a "flux" material for lead recovery. 

SS-001 (old Chena River Research Site) was the next project addressed. A septic system, various leach wells, transformer pad, and several underground storage tank sites were remediated and sampled for confirmational closure parameters. This project was not completed (est. 95 percent complete) due to weather constraints, and will be finished early next spring. Approximately 500 cubic yards of soil contaminated with petroleum, oils and lubricants (POL) were removed from the site, leaving approximately 150 to 200 cubic yards to be removed in the spring. 

The next project addressed was the Eielson landfarm. This project is an ongoing soil farming project where POL soils from past spills are actively being remediated through natural degradation process/soil microbial action. By the end of the FY98 field season, it is expected that all the soils in the landfarm will have reached Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation's Level A cleanup levels, and the landfarm can officially be closed out of the Environmental Restoration Account (ERA) program. Provisions for future use to handle spill-contaminated soils or base housing/construction project soils will be addressed through Eielson's Environmental Compliance program. Mr. Raabe showed slides of the windrowed soils and areas which have been cleaned up. Clean soils were transported to the Eielson asbestos disposal pit for use as asbestos cover, or placed in a clean soil stockpile for other base usage. 

Mr. Raabe continued to address the remaining AOCs. We removed 852 drums on 44 AOC sites. Three AOCs remain to be cleaned up next field season, as well as five anti-aircraft artillery emplacements and eight lakes. All future AOC cleanup goals will be accomplished in FY98. Many of the AOCs are drum sites which were probably anti-aircraft emplacements used during the World War II era. One such area was AOC 8 (Eielson Farm Road project/Mental Health property), approximately 2,100 drums were removed from 10 artillery bunkers at this site (most drums filled with non-contaminated soil). Future action at this site will include an underground storage tank removal, miscellaneous debris removal, and further characterization/remediation of a POL area. 

Mr. Raabe addressed Long-Term Monitoring (LTM) in the Sitewide Monitoring Program. Eielson initiated a field immunoassay testing kit program this field season in an attempt to save laboratory analysis costs (80 percent savings). It was hoped that this testing/analysis program could be used on a biennial basis in lieu of using normal laboratory analysis techniques every year. This immunoassay testing method is still under evaluation by EA Engineering and the base. A discussion ensued about the testing of the north boundary wells. The north boundary wells were evaluated this year using both methodologies. The results of the immunoassay testing indicated that there were diesel range organics present in the wells; however, in the past, we have found (through laboratory sampling) that these hits are from natural background organic decay interference. We feel that both methods of analysis tend to be very protective of human health and the environment. It is our intent to continue monitoring the north boundary wells utilizing the standard laboratory methodologies. 

4. Mr. Raabe addressed the status of the Eielson AFB National Priorities List (NPL) delisting procedures mentioned in the last RAB meeting (May 1997). Eielson has to complete a "construction complete phase" (FY98). Before this is accomplished, Eielson will need to submit construction complete remedial action summary reports to the EPA and state for confirmation and approval. 

5. Mr. Raabe addressed the public outreach program and its current trends to inform the public of Eielson's environmental programs. A suggested alternative for advertising was the use of the Eielson "Home Page." Mr. Steve Mc Neill is currently working with 354 FW/PA (Public Affairs) to develop the environmental restoration segment of the Eielson AFB "Home Page." In the future, this media method could be used to take comments from surrounding communities and RAB members. Our first release will be available in the second quarter (January-March 1998). 

6. Future plans for FY98 and out-years include the completion of remediation efforts at Garrison Slough, the AOCs, SS-00l, and the landfarm closure. A discussion ensued about potental conversion of the RAB to a Community Advisory Board (CAB). Consideration will be given to this idea if substanial community support is achieved. The IRP/ERA program, by design, is intended to reach completion and closure, and this will reduce the need for a formal RAB. 

7. Capt Langley gave a brief synopsis of the future potential for usage and development of the CAB. He cited that the CAB may be a more proactive group, giving a larger perspective of the total environmental picture at Eielson AFB. The CAB could serve as a forum for emphasis in upcoming problems, versus just dealing with historic problems/cleanups. 

8. Ms. Terry Huisman gave a brief overview of the accomplishments of the RAB in the past and a need in the future for some method to air community concerns. She felt that the CAB would be a good idea. 

9. Mr. Raabe stated that a question was raised about the method of fish tissue sampling at the last meeting. It was stated that primarily, fish fillets were sampled because PCBs tend to bioaccumulate in the fatty tissue associated with fish fillets, as opposed to fish organs. *CORRECTION*: PCBs also bioaccumulate in fish organs, but the samples were taken from the fillets because most people only eat the fleshy meat parts of the fish; however, during canning perhaps the organs (if canned) could contain PCBs also. 

10. Mr. Raabe addressed a fact sheet produced by Mr. Conrad Christianson regarding Eielson's environmental cleanup efforts and status. 

11. Mr. Raabe asked for further questions. No responses. A proposal was made to have the next RAB meeting in the June timeframe. Specifically proposed was 24 June 1998. Eielson will host the next combined RAB meeting/restoration site tour. Mr. Raabe called for questions. No response. 

12. Col Bodenheimer addressed the RAB meeting, stating the importance of Eielson AFB, its international role in the security of our nation, and the base's commitment to doing daily and future business in an environmentally-conscientious manner. He gave an open invitation to all present to come out to the base and he would personally see that they receive a base restoration site tour, or a tour of the base's cold weather facilities/operations. Col Bodenheimer again asked for questions or comments regarding the commitment of our programs. 

13. Lt Col Howell gave comments congratulating the Eielson AFB environmental group for receiving the PACAF "Outstanding Civil Engineering Environmental Flight Award" for FY97. 

14. The meeting closed at 7:15 p.m. 

JAMES B. MC MILLAN, GS-12 

Environmental Community Relations Manager 

Approved as written. 

MICHAEL W. BODENHEIMER 

Colonel, USAF 

Vice Commander

